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First Impressions

InteriorDrive

Summary

 When you look at the lifespan of Honda’s mid-executive 
sedan, the Accord you start to realize that you are in the 
presence of a grand old dame of the motoring world.  Honda 
�rst introduced the Accord model moniker to the world in 1976 
as a small (68 hp) three door hatchback.  That was 8 genera-
tions and over 16 million cars ago – yes you read that right, there 
have been over 16 million Accords sold so far.  
Well we must say that a model doesn’t last for 34 years unless it 
is doing something right.  And so it is with the Accord.  The 
current model is the biggest, most powerful Accord sold so far. 
First for the technical details.  This 8th generation Accord was 
introduced to the Singapore market in March 2008. There are 
two variants available, the 2.0l – which offers 156 hp and 189 
Nm of torque and the 2.4l which has 180 ponies and 222 Nm of 
twisting force.  Both come with a 5 speed auto transmission, 
with paddle shifters mounted on the steering wheel for more 
sporty driver.  

 
 Moving forward, the rear seats.   With the passenger seat all the way back, rear leg room 
was still more then enough.  
 The Accord featured deep and well contoured buckets for two rear seat passengers.  
These cosseted nicely and were sure to be comfortable for a long journey.  The by product 
however, was a centre seat that was a bit of a hump.  This, combined with (slippery) leather 
seating would make the centre option something better considered for short jaunts rather than 
a long journey.  However smaller passengers would not mind – and safety is impressive with 
three point belts for all rear passengers. 
Moving forward again to the front seats.  
 Both front seats are electrically adjustable, and the range of adjustments are more than 
enough.  In the 2.4l model the driver’s seat gets two preset memories – sure to be a boon 
when the car is shared between husband and wife.  And this proves highly useful as the seat 
is adjustable in four different planes: height, tilt, lumbar, backrest and back / forward.  Combine 
this with steering that is adjustable for rake and reach and the driver is VERY well taken care 
of.
 Dual zone air-conditioning is another lifesaver – particularly when my cold blooded 
photographer and I are out together – he set the passenger side at a stuffy 25° C while for me 
a more invigorating 18° C was the order of the day.
 However the dual zone air-con, combined with CD changer and audio system did make 
for a very busy dashboard that needs to be learnt rather than a more intuitive layout.   There 
are a LOT of buttons on the dash.  I sat for �ve minutes trying to work everything out and �nd 
the various functions.  Although it looks intimidating at �rst glance, even after only a few hours 
with the car navigating them became mostly intuitive and rather easy.   As the posters and banners at Honda’s Ubi showroom 

remind us, this is the biggest Accord ever built, and the size 
certainly adds up to an impressive presence when you look at 
the car.  It’s pretty, and the side view is svelte – with the overall 
impression being one of a restrained classic.  It certainly looks 
large, and somewhat more muscular than previous models, but 
de�nitely not dominating or overly intimidating.  Overall, it’s a 
nice design that will last for a long time. 

 As a golfer I always look �rst to the bootspace in any car.  And so it was with the Accord, 
at 396 litres, the space is commodious enough and will easily swallow the golf clubs or associ-
ated paraphenlia if you are hitting the links.  There is also convenient reach through access via 
a lockable door in the centre of the rear seat. 

All Is In AgreementAll Is In Agreement

 Setting out from the Ubi 
showroom I was immediately at ease in 
the car.  Very good visibility from the large 
mirrors inspired great con�dence.  As the 
drive progressed the response from the 
controls proved to be exacting and 
linear. Whatever you want the the Accord 
to do, it does, and just how you want it 
done. The double wishbone front 
suspension provides great feedback to 
further boost con�dence.  Overall the 
Accord handles the twisty stuff and the 
expressway cruising with equal aplomb 
that inspired this headline – the car really 
is in perfect agreement and balance on 
the road, whether it be quiet cruising or 
pushing through the twisty stuff. 

 What would come in for special 
mention from me would be the silky 
smooth transmission, the paddle shifts 
elicited a lightening fast response with 
minimal interference from an electronic 
nanny – a feature that was very refresh-
ing. 
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