
By C Y Chew
WANT to tune up your driving skills be-
hind the wheel of a 580 hp wagon? Or
learn how to shave those precious sec-
onds off your lap time? Well, Christmas
came early for the 60 Audi customers in
Singapore who attended the Audi Sport-
scar Experience in Sepang last week.

The full-day programme included a
classroom session covering the fundamen-
tals of driving followed by laps on the
track.

Audi Singapore said it tailored the pro-
gramme for bona fide enthusiasts – those
who love to drive and are committed to
constantly improving their driving skills.
The German marque also said it was an
ideal opportunity for drivers to see for
themselves how these Audi models earn
their “S” and “RS” badges.

Unlike some other rudimentary cours-
es where participants are taught how to
do emergency braking or slalom through
a set of cones, the main aim was to im-
prove circuit driving prowess while experi-
encing some of Audi’s top-of-the-line

models. The circuit was broken up into
four sections and after a short theory les-
son, participants took turns driving be-
hind the instructors – most of whom are
former race car drivers – to learn the cor-
rect line and brake/acceleration points.

From the mighty RS6 with 650 Nm of
torque to the agile 272 hp Audi TT-S, the
entire range of Audi S-cars was available
for some seat time. After lunch, drivers
took to lapping the complete track with
the intent of stringing together all they
had learned.

For enthusiasts who have never driven
on a racetrack and don’t know the mean-
ing of understeer/oversteer, the Audi
Sportscar Experience might be a little in-
timidating. But for those who yawn at the
pseudo “driving courses” held in car
parks, the opportunity to push seriously
fast machinery to the limit with valuable
instruction thrown in, it was very enrich-
ing.

The Audi Sportscar Experience is also
available in Belgium, California, Portugal
and the UK. Those who missed it this time
around need not fret – Audi will make the
$2,100 experience available to the public
and Audi drivers when it is held again at
the Sepang F1 Circuit in February next
year.
btnews@sph.com.sg

S INGAPORE’S most popular
Japanese hatchback is final-
ly available as an official
import and all that
can be said is that it

was worth the wait. The Honda
Jazz has been completely rede-
signed from the outside.
What used to be an upright lit-
tle hatchback that looked like
a roller skate is now more of
an organic bubble.

The windscreen is larger
and more steeply raked, pro-
viding those in the front seats
with a commendable expanse of
space and much-improved for-
ward visibility. The back seat is less
successful and immediately reminds you
that you are in a small car just 3.9 metres
long.

But its height – 1,525 mm – should help
to negate any feelings of claustrophobia al-
though it does render the Jazz too tall for
any fast cornering.

That doesn’t stop it from encouraging
you though. The great thing about the
Jazz is that it has sophisticated Honda en-
gineering. It is available with 1.3 or 1.5-li-
tre engines, and with a choice of either a
five-speed manual gearbox or a five-speed
automatic transmission – the first in its
class. They both have shift paddles on the
steering wheel and the transmissions
work so smoothly that they put some big-
ger 2.0-litre cars to shame.

Both VTEC engines may have diminu-
tive displacements but surprisingly, they

pack a punch. With the shift paddles, you
can squeeze every available hp out of
them to make the Jazz go even faster.

And you will want to go faster because
the steering is so well-weighted and accu-
rate, while the suspension has just the
right amount of firmness. The all-round
disc brakes are less confidence-inspiring,
however, a typical Honda characteristic.

But drive it gently and you will be re-
warded with superb fuel economy. The
Jazz 1.3 is especially frugal – its version of
the i-VTEC engine shuts down four of its
16 valves at lower speeds to reduce fuel in-
take. When cruising at below 70 kmh, its
trip computer may indicate an amazing

18.5 km per litre. Other features include
the versatile rear seat squabs which flip up
to allow tall objects to be loaded in the
back, an Alpine player with iPod connec-
tivity and an optional panoramic glass
roof with an electrically operated sun-
shade.

There is a good reason why the Jazz
has been so popular for so long. As with all
Hondas, it is well made and a pleasure to
drive. But whoever buys it should remem-
ber that it is just a small family hatchback
– not a hot hatch. If no such delusions are
forthcoming, then join the crowd placing
an order for one.
samuelee@sph.com.sg

The Japanese hatchback has a
completely new look while still
retaining its superb Honda
engineering. By Samuel Ee

How to drive
like a pro

JAZZ THE RIGHT HATCH

SPECS
Honda Jazz 1.3 / 1.5
Engine 1,339cc / 1,496cc

Transmission 5-speed manual or
5-speed auto

Max power 100hp @ 6,000rpm / 120hp
@ 6,600rpm

Max torque 127Nm @ 4,800rpm /
145Nm @ 4,800rpm

0-100 kmh 12.5 secs (A) / 11.7 secs (A)

Top speed 173 kmh (A) / 180 kmh (A)

Price from $53,800 / from $61,500 (both
with COE)

Distributor Kah Motor

� 6841-3333

FOR
BONA FIDE
ENTHUSIASTS
The main aim of
the Audi
Sportscar
Experience held
at Sepang last
week was to
improve circuit
driving prowess
while
experiencing
some of Audi’s
top-of-the-line
models

ZIPPY
The steering is accurate while the suspension has just the right amount of firmness
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